Introduction
The database Wrecks in Documents (WID) contains information on more than 400 sunken vessels in the region of the Dutch island Texel in the period 1595-1795 AD. It is the result of a pilot project intiated by the Rijksdienst voor het Cultureel Erfgoed (RCE) to stimulate the combination between maritime archaeological information and historical knowledge.

The content of the WID-database is derived from a large group of sources ranging from salvage documents, acts of the provincial government, notarial records, insurance papers and contemporary and recent literature. A complete list of sources is to be found in Bibliography.
Remarks on orthography
- Alternative spelling of names is set between parentheses.
- Patronymic names are standarized to ‘sz’. For example: ‘Janssen’ = ‘Jansz’.
- Unreadable script or other cases of doubt are indicated with a question mark. For example: 'Weiersz?'.

- Historical geographic names are standarized according to the Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names (http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/tgn/) and extended with the present orthography and country, set between parentheses. For example: ‘Dansigh’ = ‘Danzig (Gdansk, Poland)’.

- Sand banks and other geographic names in the Texel region are standarized according to: Henk Schoorl, De convexe kustboog, II, Het westelĳk Waddengebied en het eiland Texel vanaf circa 1550, J.T. Bremer en H.Th.M. Lambooĳ (eds.) (Schoorl 1999).
